
  

   This summer I had the honor of speaking at one of the leadership sessions at the State 

Convention. Together with two other DKG sisters who participated in the Leadership 

Seminar last February, I was asked to talk about abundance in DKG.   

     I would like to take this opportunity to remind you, as I reminded my audience this 

summer, that as DKG members we are privileged to have access to infinite abundance. I 

am proud to acknowledge that I completed a doctoral degree in education thanks to several 

generous scholarships from State and International.  I was also blessed by being selected to 

take part in our state organization’s most recent leadership seminar in Dallas last February.  

My peers and I were challenged and inspired by others to be educational leaders of the 21
st
 

century. The collective wisdom and support we received from our mentors gave a new 

meaning to the word abundance. The knowledge and experience I obtained sharpened my 

saw and helped me become a better leader to serve my chapter, this organization, my 

community, and my school district. Equally important and valuable were the relationships 

and the friendships that emerged from that inspiring weekend. 

     The resources that this organization provides are also invaluable and abundant.  From 

the vast array of publications, to electronic newsletters, and from historic documents to 

digital links there is no shortage of resources. DKG’s website is a never-ending source of 

information that is readily available at our fingertip anytime we need to access it. The 

abundance of opportunities in our organization is nothing short of a gold mine. If you want 

to develop leadership skills, if you are interested in networking in the field of education, or 

if improving your teaching skills and acquiring new and successful instructional practices 

is what you are looking for this organization is the one to belong to. There is never a 

shortage of professional development opportunities in our organization, from monthly 

programs in our local chapters to area workshops and state, regional, and international 

conventions there is an abundance of opportunities.  Our guest speakers and workshops 

offer something for everyone at every convention.  Additionally, and most importantly, as 

Delta Kappa Sisters we have an abundance of opportunities to serve others and practice 

servant leadership in our chapters and our communities. 

    And while scholarships, resources, and opportunities are crucial to our professional 

growth by allowing us to stand out as key women educators, it is the personal experiences, 

the friendships we forge, and the blessings we receive from those friends and sisters that 

exemplify abundance in DKG.  You cannot measure or quantify friendship and kindness, 

but you can certainly feel it when they touch your life.  I am grateful for the abundance that 

this organization has brought to my life. I thank Delta Kappa Gamma and I thank each one 

of you because you each contribute to our abundance. 
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LAMBDA ALPHA CHAPTER’S THEME FOR 2011-2012 

The Power of DKG 

The power to support and mentor, the power to present ourselves professionally, and the power to 

help. 



 

 

                                              Important Dates 

 

Nov.  10 – Rummel Creek Elementary School –Program: We are Family – I’ve got all my Sisters with 

me. Re-commitment orientation by Wanda Baker. Review DKG roots and launch our Lambda Alpha 

Book Club. 

 

Dec. 1 – Deadline for application to the International Golden Gift Fund Special Stipend Application 

 

Dec. 1 – Deadline for application to the International Golden Gift Fund Leadership Management 

Seminar Application 

 

Dec. 3
 
– 11:30 AM - Junior League Christmas Lunch – Bring a new and wrapped gift for a Buffalo 

Creek Elementary school student. 

 

Jan. 3 – International Educational Foundation Project Application deadline 
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In the Spotlight – Patricia Kougar-Melton 

Our spotlight member for this newsletter is our dear friend Patricia 

Kougar-Melton. Pat is an invaluable member of our chapter who keeps 

our history alive by capturing our memories with her camera and by 

creating and continuously updating our chapter’s website. 

 

Pat has been in education 45 years. She currently works at Spring Woods 

High School and has been there since 1985. Her passion is digital media. 

She was head of the Art Department at SWHS when the digital revolution 

came upon us she knew from the beginning that being a digital pioneer 

was for her. Her hobbies are jogging, (retired marathoner) and when 

visiting family she spends a lot of time bird watching. 

 

Pat was born in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Being the child of a career 

military officer, she was raised all over the world and never attended a 

school for more than a couple of years until college. 

 

She has two old cats that keep her company.  An interesting fact about 

Pat is that she owns a 1976 Corvette that she bought new...and she claims 

that it has only been driven by a “a little old lady school teacher”.  

 

Pat was initiated into DKG on May 15, 1986 by Delta Upsilon. When 

asked what DKG means to her she shared how:  “DKG provides 

fellowship and dear friends along with upholding and demonstrating 

professionalism among women educators. In addition, DKG also 

provides a means for all women, who devote their lives to educating 

youngsters, a way of perpetuating high standards for those that follow. 

DKG has always been an emotional support. We are an organization 

dedicated to service to others but first among our sisters. DKG love is felt 

among us all”. 
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Growing our Garden - Remember, one of our goals as a chapter is to grow 

our garden and bring new members to our chapter.  Have you considered 

inviting a co-worker, an outstanding educator from your school, your 

district or your community?  If you have someone in mind please let 

Norma Muñiz, your Nominations Committee Chairperson know so that 

we can nominate, document, vote, and initiate.

 
 

Our first meeting of the year was a fun-filled salad lunch. Aban Rustomji shared her lovely home.  We 

truly enjoyed her hospitality, the food, and the fellowship. We had great attendance and participation.  

Most of our members dressed in pink to celebrate Erin Johnson’s Baby Shower. 

Lambda Alpha Recent Events and Celebrations 

 

Our October meeting as fun 

and productive as we 

created fabric pumpkins to 

sell and raise funds for our 

chapter’s community 

projects and grant in aid 

 

Front: Sue T, Marianne E, Cathey J, Gloria M.  

 Back: Ruby S, Mary E, Mary Moreno, Wanda B. 



 
 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

Friendly Reminders: 

President 
Wanda 
Baker 
281-858-9406 
wanda.baker@cfisd.net 
 
First Vice President 
Mary 
Endress 
713-468-7394 
maryendress@katyisd.org 
 
Second Vice President 
Norma 
Muñiz 
281-392-2345 
revere123@aol.com 
 
Recording Secretary 
Gloria Montalbano 
713-460-1452 

gomontalbano@sbcglobal.net 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Erin Johnston 
713-899-4063 
ejjohnstonunv@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Chris Morrison 
281-578-7370 
SraChris48@aol.com 
 
Parliamentarian 
Clara Reimers 
713-939-0813 
d.reimers@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out Lambda Alpha’s NEW website: http://lambdaalphdkg.weebly.com/ 

Also be sure to check the TSO website: http://www.alphastatetexas.org/ 

 

“The direction in which education 

starts a man will determine his 

future life.” 

~Plato 

Accomplishments and Celebrations 
 

Erin and Grant Johnston are the proud parents of Charlotte Lee.  Both, Mom and Baby are in 

good health and enjoying their time together while grandma (Cathey Jones) subs for Erin. 

 

If you or someone you know deserve to be featured in this section please e-mail me at 

wandabaker1@yahoo.com while Erin is taking a well deserved break from the newsletter duties.. 

Mission Statement: 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International promotes 

professional and personal growth 
of women educators & excellence 

in education 
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The Greater Houston Area Coordinating Council sponsored a 

reception honoring Joanne Davis and her visit to Houston on October 

21 and a lunch at the Houston Racquet Club on Saturday, October 

22nd.  Three of our Lambda Alpha Members were recognized at the 

luncheon for their years of membership with DKG.  Jane Burke 

received a certificate for 50 years of membership.  Pat Kougar-

Melton and Camille Newman received a certificate for 25 years of 

membership. 
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